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TO you I FOR leave . 
125 Se the following five Ser- 
mons, containing a Short In- 
quiry into Revealed: Religion, 
in its origin, its progreſs, and i 
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1 in Chriſti. 
anity. 


1 : ; e to the Inhabitants of 


CT 5 Fo i DEDICATION. _ 


anity. They have already been 


- Barn from the Pulpit; they 
are now preſented to them from 
| the Preſs. They remain pretty 
nearly the ſame as you yourſelf, 

believe, may have heard them. 
Some few additions have been 
5 made to make the connection | 
more apparent; and the prac- 
| tical | concluſions have been 
thrown more together at the 7 


end of che laſt ſermon, ſo as to 


form a greater of kita. 


| to 


tabliſhed in a conſpicuous point 
5 of view. 


| the attenti on of thoſe who nei- 
ther read much nor long; and 


if by any means we are fortu- 
nate enough to direct the fleet- 


B | ing 


DEDICATION. — ix 
to give a conciſe repreſentation 
of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, and to 
place the ſeries of hiſtorical 
events by which it has been eſ- 


In theſe times ſhort accorints 
| of Chriſtianity may happen to 
do good; may chance to catch 


1tisa conſiderable point gained, | 


| X * 1 | DEDICATION. | 


ing terra of attention to the 


caꝛuſe of religion and virtue. 
On the four great ſolemnities 
of the year we are regularly 


called upon to commemorate : 
the four great events of our 


Redemption. By theſe; revealed 


Religion has been finally and 
1 1 5 permanently eſtabliſhed, in the 


Birth, the Death, the Reſur- 


rection of Jeſus Chriſt; and in 
the proviſion made for the con- 


tinuance and propagation of 


Chriſtianity by the influence of 


the 


I 


+> 


i Holy Spirit. To lad rela- 


tion of theſe great events I have 


added a ſhort expoſition of the 


C: Lord' s Supper, as well to re- 


move ſome groundleſs fears 
which are entertained about 


this religious ceremony, as to 


aſcertain its real importance in 
the ſcale of Chriſtian duties. 


To your patronage and pro- 
tection, Sir, a book like the 
preſent lays peculiar claim. Its 


object, like that which has ſo 


me and fo deſervedly occupied | 


your 
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your attention, is to promote 
the influence of Chriſtianity. 
To: this cauſe. few men have 
devoted their abilities and their 
time with more unwearied aſſi- 
duity than yourſelf; and to the 
active zeal | of Major Brooke, in 
"Mme important concerns of Sun- 
day Schools, the inhabitants of 
the city of Bath, and its neigh- 
bourhood, muſt long feel the 


= higheſt of all ſocial obliga- 


tions, for diffuſing ſo generally, 
amon 8 the children of their 


poor, 


DEDICATION. — iii 
poor, a ſpirit of order, clean- 2 
lineſs, induſtry, and ſubordi- : 
nation. 

With this juſt ind cheerful 
tribute of approbation to the 
utility of your occupations, and 
to the ſincerity of that ſpirit 
from whence they flow, 1 beg 
leave to conclude, en 


myſelf, 
Dear Sir, 
with unfeigned regard, TY 
- your moſt faithful 


and obedient ſervant, 


* 


4 bene 


Dec. I, 1705. | | | WH: LEIGH. 
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SERMON I. 


GALAT. iv. 4, 5. 

' BUT WHEN THE FULNESS OF THE TIME 1 
was cou, Gop SENT FORTH HIS | 0 
SON BORN OF A WOMAN, . BORN UN=- + 
| DER THE LAW, TO REDEEM THEM | 
THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW, THAT 

WE MIGHT RECEIVE THE ADOPTION 

ian, e 


As the contemplation of de Ui - *; 
tian Religion, in all its parts, and in 
all its relations to the temporal and 
eternal welfare of mankind, is the 
| | ſubject 


3 . SERMON . 


WF 


75 ſubject which, from its ſtupendous 
250 magnitude, and from the importance 
of i its conſequences, ought to engage 
255 the moſt ſerious and continued atten⸗- 
tion; fo there are no two points of 
view in which this great ſubject can 
SY be more ſatisfadtorily conſidered than, 
firſt, by comparing it with the other | 
diſpenfarions of the Almighty i in the 
different ages of the world, and by 
inveſtiga gatin g the ultimate. reference 
of thoſe diſpenſations to that final and 
permanent one, which began at the 
Birth of Jxsus CRHRISsTNH] and ſe- 
condly, by examining this laſt in its 
e Progreſs from its origingl 


promul- 


to the ine” in which it  ſubſiſts 1 


this preſent day. 
To illuſtrate the former of chiks 
two points, it will be neceſſary to 


give a ſhort hiſtory of the three prin- 
cipal divine diſpenſations from the 
beginning of the world; to accom- 


pany this hiſtory with ſome account 


of the ſpirit and purpoſe of them; 


and | finally, to point out their reſpec- 


tive references to the birth of the 
Mieſſiah, and to the eſtabliſhment of 


that religion which was to endure 
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In treating che latter point, it will, 


perhaps, be ſufficient to mark with 

5 proper diſtinction the three moſt pro- 
minent features of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion; ſuch as, its eſtabliſhment by 

. the death of Chriſt upon the croſs i 
iss confirmation by his reſurrection 

from the dead; and the proviſions 


made for its continuance and its pro- 


pagation by the influence of the __ 


2 5 
There t be a ſeafon more 


-Guired'1 to ED commencement of ſuch 


a train of inveſtigation than the pre- 


5 ſent one; when Chriſtians meet to- 


gether i in their religious aſſemblies, 


„ „ 
5 


ON CHRISTMAS-DAY. 19 


to celebrate with joy and gratitude 
the Nativity of their Redeemer, and 
to unite with the heavenly chorus of 
angels, in that expreſſive burſt of 
praiſe, 5 Glory to Gop in the high- 
s eſt, and on earth peace, oo will 
8 towards men.“ . 


The ſituation of our fiſt parents 25 


1 the garden of Eden, previous to 
their diſobedience of the divine com- 


mand, appears to have been in many 
reſpects different from chat of their 
poſterity. Created in full poſſeſſion 
of the faculties of their minds, and 
the ſtrength of their bodies, they 
Were e placed i in a ſituation every ay 

5 calculated 


* 
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en to call forth err a&t _ 75 
and to make trial of their virtue, 


without endangering thed3 innocence. 
II paradiſe, they had no natur: uy 


acquired evil habits to ſubdue. They 
were honoured with the preſence, 
and favoured with the perſonal in- 
tercourſe of their Creator. On Him 
they were inſtructed and encouraged ; 
to rely for their guidance and pro- 


tection. His commands they were 
ſcrupulouſly bound to obey. All 
that was required of them was to be 

contented with poſſeſſing che know. 
lege of what Was good, and with 


4 N 
. 9 ; 
Was; eas the 


vicious inclinations to expreſs, no 


; : 


oN GHRISTMAS-DAY. "x © 


the capacity of inheririn g immortal 


life; but they were to abſtain, un- 
der the penalty of death, from ac- 


quiring the S of good con- 


nected with evil. Of every tree 
e ofthe garden, faith the Almighty 

to Adam, thou mayeſt freely eat: 
& but of the tree of the knowledge of 


& good and evil, which ſtands in the 
e midſt of the garden, thou ſhalt 
ec not cat of it: for in the day thou 


< eateſt chereof, chou ſhalt n 


& «© die.” 


Such is 4 picture of t We I - 


Dank of man, as he came forth out 


of the hands of his Creator. A ſtate 
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22 -. SERMON: * ” 
of 1 innocence. And happineſs which : 
was unfortunately ſoon forfeited by 

_ the indulgence of a fatal curioſity, % 


Oy by the dangerous acquiſition of the 


knowledge of good and evil, and by 
diſobedience to the divine command. 
From this v unfortunate. event there 
| ſeems to have been an entire change g 
in the nature of things. Sin and 
ſhame entered into the world; and 
by fin came death, which was not an 
original part of creation. Had the 
puniſhment been permitted to take 
effect, there would have been an 
immediate end to the human race. 
But i it pleaſed the — to liſten 


to 


oN W OHRISTMASDAY. 23 5 
to * voice of mercy, ſo far N 
give the promiſe of future redemp- 
ion, even before he pronounced the 
fatal ſentence, © Duſt thou art, and 
ce unto duſt chou ſhalt return.“ 

- Unto Adam himſelf, therefore, 
oppreſſed with the burden of his 
tranſgreſſion, and with the fear of ; 
its conſequences, it was graciouſly 
revealed, that at ſome future period 
of time there ſhould come a Deli- 
verer, born of woman, who ſhould 
reſcue mankind from the power of 
that death, which his diſobedience 
had introduced into the world. 


This, 
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| 67 his; cid is the fir/t divine ai. 8 
; ons It repreſents man under 
the puniſhment: of death, as che cen · 

: ſequence of diſobedience; g but com- 

forted With the: afrrdnce chat bis 
ſufferings ſhould have an end; and 
thus reconciled to the unfavourable * 
change of his ſituation by the divine 

8 * that a Deliverer ſhould come. 
| Bur how ſoon mankind forgot 
hot Creator, and ſo far corrupted 
© themſelves as that the very thoughts 
of the heart were nothing but evil | 
continually! how ſoon alſo the Al- | 

mighty was provoked to deſtroy the 
whole human race, except one righ- 


teous 


oN CHRISTMAS-DAY. 25 


teous family, it is not very Fg 


to the human mind to relate. g Nei- 
ther will. it add much to our 1550 


opinion of the native virtue and dig- 


nity of our nature, to be reminded, 


how ſpeedily. after the deluge the 


deſcendants even of this very righ- 
teous family loſt every trace of the 


puniſhment which had been inflited 


upon the world, neglected the wor- 


ſhip of the Maker of heaven and 


earth, fell into the groſſeſt idolatry, 
and became defiled with. every fort 
of wickedneſs. 

God Almi ghty would 8 
once more have been forgotten by 
0 * 
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his creatures, if it had not ot 
him to bear in mind the promiſe 
which he had made of a Deliverer; 
and to keep alive among men the ob- 
ject of this promiſe by @ ſecond diſ- 
poeenſation of a peculiar nature. From 
among the tribes of idolaters ſcat- 
tered over the earth, he choſe Abra - 


bam, a man of tried faith and of | 


approved obedience. Ont of his 
poſterity, and as the recompence of 
| bis righteouſneſs, he ordained, -by 
he folemn covenant of circumciſion, 
that the promiſed Deliverer ſhould 
spring; and that in bis ſeed all the 
nations of the can ſhould be bleſſed. 
From 


” 4 
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From this period of time, he 
choſe to de called the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Tac, and the 
God of Jacob. He diſplayed the 
wonderful works of his power among 
the children of Iſrael, by the hands - 
of Moſes and the prophets. In pro- 
ceſs of time, he raiſed up David to 
be their king; and pointed out, by | 
more explicit declarations, that from 
the ſtock of David, of the ſons of 
Abraham, the promiſed 2 
ſhould ariſe. 

At length, in that fulneſs of time 
which it pleaſed the Almighty i in his 
nn wiſdom to 1 God 

ſent 
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ſent forth his. Son; born of a woman, 
born under the law, who was incar- 
nate by the Holy Spirit of a pure 
| Virgin, who was made man, who 
was the Son of God. eo 
This was the laft and moſt i impor- 
| tant diſpenſation of them all. It was 
che accompliſhment of that promiſe | 
which had beer + ſolemnly made at the 


beginning, and ſo graciouſly renewed 


a ſecond time, to which the two firſt 
7 diſpenſations were merely prepara- 
tory, Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
world as a man, to recover by his 
oy perfect obedience che loſt dignity 
of our nature; and to reſtore to us 

„ that 
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aw epacity of enjoying immortal 5 
life, which Adam had forfeited by dif- 


obedience. Having of his own accord 


left the boſom of his Father, he took 
upon himſelf our nature; he died for 
our ſins; he thus reconciled the 


world to God; he roſe from the 


dead the appointed firſtfruits of them 
that fleep; he is aſcended up a gain 


into heaven to the right hand of his 
Father God Almighty, and is be- 
come the advocate and interceſſor 
for the ſins of the whole world. 
Through his holy name we are in- 

| de to offer up our prayers to 
3 Chriſt is made our 


Maſter | 
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Such i is the great deſign af: that 


final diſpenſation which began at the 
birth of Jeſus. Chriſt. Under cok 


lived for theſe laſt ee el 
years; under this they are to conti- 
nue as long as the world endureth. 
vs Go,” faith our Saviour to his _ : 
_ ciples, and it was his laſt command 
to them, „ make Chriſtians of all 

5 nations, baptizing them in the 
< name of the Father, and of the 
1 . and of the Holy Ghoſt; 
195 teaching 
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© teaching Went to obſerve all things, 
c whatſoever I have commanded you. 
„ And lo, I am with you alway, 
Leyen unto the end of the world,” 

Now it muſt doubtleſs occur to all 
who review the principal object of 
the ſeveral diſpenſations given to 
man, and who read the explicit de- 
clarations which have been made 
from time to time of the divine will, 
chat man is not at liberty to worſhip | 
the Deity as he thinks proper; but 
that, as were the Jews under the | 


| Covenant of the Law, ſo are Chrif- 8 


tians under the Covenant of the 
Goſpel, bound to worſhip him in the 
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way, had by the appellations, which =» 


God himſelf hath choſen, N o us = 
is ordained, that © at the name of 
* Jxsus every knee ſhall bow, of 
* things in heaven, of things on earth, 
and of things under the earth; and 
L that every tongue ſhall confeſs that 
- Jeſus Chriſt is Lord of all, to the 
“glory of God the Father.” : 
God has been worſhipped under 
a — or an appropriate name in 
different periods of the world. Adam 
and the other patriarchs worſhipped 
| him as their Creator. In the vaſt 
interval which elapſed from the de- 
5 vo to the birth of Chriſt, doubtleſs 
chere 
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there have been numbers of wiſe and 


good men, who, from the contem- 


plation of his works, have looked 


up with reverence and adoration to 


the God of nature and of man. To 


the Jews it Was peculiarly revealed, 
that he was to be worſhipped as 


the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and 
of Iſrael. By Chriſtians, under the 


7 ſame divine authority, he is adored 
as God the Creator, Redeemer and 


Sanctifier of the world; and he is 
addreſſed in prayer by the name of 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 


But ir is not in the events which 
have preceded the birth of Jeſus 
ey” Chbriſt 
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3 Chr that we are done to look 5 
th the uniform interfere f b : 
in the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity; 
this great object is as uniformly to be 
xraced in the circumſtances which 
es ts: | 
_-, Qf.rbeſe, che. Soft 3 is, che 3 
of Auguſtus Cæſar, chat all the Ro- 
| man empire {þ ould be taxed, It was 
in obedience to this decree that the 
„ parents of Jeſus Chriſt were brought 
from a diſtant part of Judea, where 
they uſually reſided, to their native 
city Bethlehem, to be inrolled there 
28 belonging to the family of David. 


In Balichem, „Mary brought forth 
her 
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ber firſt- born Son, and laid itr 


a manger, becauſe there was no room 


for them in the inn. Thus was a | 
whole chain of prophecy, relating 
do the family and birth of the Meſ- 


| fah, eſtabliſhed and fulfilled beyond 
the power of contradiction. 
Another remarkable circumſtance 


- to be traced j in the humble appear- 
ance of our Saviour at his birth, and | 
the low ſituation of thoſe perſons to 
whom that birth was revealed, when 
compared with the heavenly atteſta- 
tions of its importance. There were 


< ſhepherds keeping watch over their 


er flocks by night; to them was-firſt 
brought, 
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| brought, by a chorus of "FORE the 

good ridings of great joy which ſhall 

be to all people, that (“ in the city of 
Fe © David was to be found; wrapt in 

8 ſwadlin g clothes, and lying in 

"a manger, A SAVIOUR, + WHO L : 

« CHRIST. THE LorD!” 

_ © Wiſe men, from a far diſtant coun- 
try, were next conducted by the fin- | 
gular appearance of a ſtar to where 

le young child was; and after they 
had preſented their gifts, and paid 

their adorations to the infant Saviour 

of the world, they were admoniſhed i 

by a heavenly viſion to return into 


| their own VA? by another way. 2p 
Thus 
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| Thus the cruel - a of e 
againſt the life of Jefus were rendered * 
abortive. 


The time would fail me, were I 
to enumerate all the various circum- 
ſtances which marked out the perſon 
of Jeſus to be the promiſed Meſſiah, 
the Holy One of God, in deſpite of 
all the poverty of worldly ſituation in 
which he was born. What has been 
already mentioned might be ſufficient 
to attract the curioſity, and awaken 
the attention, of the wiſe men of 
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_ theſe times, as well as in times pa, 
when they ſhewed themſelves ſo an- 
xnious to enquire, © Where is he 

w_ ann 
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. that FAT King a the it: for 
we have ſeen his ſtar in "the Faſt, 
and we are come to worſhip him.” 


6 But when the fulneſs of the 


e time was come, | Gop ſent forth | 
. his Son, born of a woman, born 


40 under the lat, to redeem them 


| « that were under the law, that we 
«© mi ight receive the adoption of 
4 ſons.” Inu this ſhort but compre: 


henſive account of the nature and 
object of man's redemption through 
Chriſt, St. Paul plainly illuſtrates the 
truth of chat outline of divine diſpen- 
ſation, which it has been the deſign 
of this diſcourſe to explain. e 
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man breite in the beginning in full 


poſſeſſion of his faculties, placed in 
a ſtate of happineſs in 1 paradiſe, and 


city of enjoying aner! life, but 
who had forfeited by diſobedience 
all his ach, enjoyments and all his 
future proſpects; to man thus op- 
preſſed with che conſciouſnefs of guilt, 
and with the terrors of death, it was 
graciouſly promiſed, that his ſuffer- 
ings ſhonld have an end by the birth | 
of a Redeemer born of woman., To 
man, at a future period, ſtill diſobe- 
dient and forgetful of the God of 
heaven and earth, it was farther re- 
4 vealed, 
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ſhed manner from among 


INT mankind; for his faith ; in God s pro- 
miſes, and his obedience to God's 
Word. And in the fulneſs of 'time 

| God ſent forth his Son, with all the 
marks and characters Which might 


prove him to be the promiſed and 
anointed Meſſiah, born: of @ woman, 
according to the firſt general promiſe 


08x" Adam; born under the law, ac 
cording to the ſecond peculiar pro- 


miſe to Abraham ad fent forth i in 


due time to ſhew the world an exam- 
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ple of ſinleſs obedience to the. will of 
God, even to the death upon the 
croſs; thereby atoning for ſin, and 
redeeming both Jews and Gentiles 
from the power of d ; chat all 
men might henceforth receive the 
adoption of ſons, and be made i in- 
heritors of eternal life. a), 

It is impoſſible to deny the exiſts 
ence of theſe wonderful events, or 


the benevolence of their motives. 
How can it then be poffible, my 
Chriſtian brethren, that, with the 
knowledge of all thisHove from the 
Deity towards the children of men, 
thoſe children can refuſe to acknow- 
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| | Bun to be e Parent a 
; Redeemer, | „ as well as * £ 


- ee Med or for the ſins of 
| the world? How can they tins f fool. 
iſhly weaken the validity of their £ 
: own title to the promiſe of eternal 
life, through faith in that Redeemer 
who procured | it for them? Is a diſ- 
penſation of power more ſatisfactory 
— mercy? "Cad 


the rigid penalties of death upon dif 
| obedience, be preferred to the gra- 

cious offers of pardon and life upon 
repentance? Is obedience leſs due to 
OTE - the 
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Has he not, 
children, on cond 


odrine” of ſecurity: but in this let 
8 him be ſatisfied, that his Uns, upon 
repentance, will be pardoned, and 
that a. ſucere, although not a Jinleſs, | 
Y obedience will be accepted from him. 
Even the glorious revelation of a 
reden from the dead mi ight poſ- 
ſibly have been diſplayed in vain, if 
it had not been accompanied with 
be aſſurance, that our fins would be 
5 forgiven upon repentance. Before 
the Chriſtian religion brought this 
information, mankind had no juſt _ 
| reaſon to ſuppoſe that the puniſhment f 
due to paſt miſconduRt might be re- 


| mitted, in conſideration of ſubſequent 
rep entance 
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repentance and amendment; ſtill lefs _ 
that a reformation. of life might ob- 
tain, not only | pardon, but reward. 
Whereas Jeſus Chriſt hath not only 
taught us the efficacy of repentance, 


but hath given to it' the efficacy 
which it has; he hath not only re- 


vealed to mankind, that they are in a 
capacity of ſalvation, but he hath 
conferred on them that capacity, by 

what he hath done and ſuffered for 
them. He left the boſom of his Fa- 


ther, and came into the world for 
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| this expreſs purpoſe; having accom- 
Pliſhed it, he is returned to the bo- 
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the perſons to whom I now addre 
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3 ſom of bi Father, to prepare a place 
for them that love OT 


IF chen chere happen t to be, amon g 


myſelf, any who indulge themſelves 


mm thinking lightly,” or talking con- 
remptuouſly, of chat hoh religion, of 

which we this day cot 
beginning in the birth of our Savi- 

dur; let ſuch pe 


mmer Orate , the 


. 


ons be reminded, 


| chat it is not innocent in a Chriſtian | 
to be indifferent as to the knowledge, 


or careleſs as to che duties, of Chriſ- 
tianity. 


God hath ſpoken plainly. to man- 
kind for the laſt time. TraT WE. 
BELIEVE 
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BELIEVE IN 


ONLY Son, God hath pronounced 
to be the indiſpenſable condition, un- 


der which we may hope to obtain 


the bleſſings which in that name he 
hath promiſed to all. But this con- 
dition once performed, he hath de- 
clared, that he will pardon our fins 
upon repentance; that he will afliſ 


our endeavours by the influence of 


his holy ſpirit; that he will accept 
the ſincerity of our hearts, in aid of 
the infirmiry of our nature; and that 


he will reward our perſeverance i in 
duty with eternal life. 


SERMON. 


THE NAME OF HIS | 
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SERMON nl. 


FOR I DETERMINED NOT TO KNOW 
ANY THING AMONG YOU SAVE JESUS | 


CHRIST,. AND HIM CRUCIFIED ;— 


THAT YOUR FAITH SHOULD STAND, 
NOT IN THE WISDOM OF MEN, BUT 


IN THE POWER OF. GOD.. 


Havine diſcuſſed the firſt object 
of our propoſed inquiry, and ſhewn, 
[ truſt upon very juſt grounds, that, 


from the period of man's firſt act of 


diſobedience, 
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diſobedience, we are to look to the 
0 promiſe of the Meſſiah, as the ſpirit * 
and leading principle of every divine 
: diſpenſation; and that this promiſe 
was fulfilled at the birth of our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt; we now proceed 
to the remaining part of the ſubject, | 
—the eſtabliſhment of «Chriſtianity 
| by the death of Chriſt upon the croſs, 
un. confirmation. by. his reſurrection, 
and the proviſion made for its conti- 
nuance and propagation 88 the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit. EG 
The whole hiſtory of ne 
religion is contained in the Bible; 
. has dn written, not merely 
„„ | with 


re 


or ©OOD-FRIDAY. 51 


1 


| with a view to give general inſorma- 
tion of oceurrences in the carly ages | 
of the world, but with particular and 


perpetual reference to religion, and 
for the expreſs purpoſe of ſhewing 
mankind, that the duty which is ex- 
peed of them, as the rule of life, 


is, FAITH IN GoD's' PROMISEs; and 
| DEPENDANCE UrOoN Gop? 3 WORD. 


formance this duty may be-in-appear- 
ance, yet the hiſtory of paſt-tinies, 
and the experience of the preſent, | 
gives the ſame uniform and melan- 
choly proof, that man has acted * 


appel to it. The 
having, 
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having, by an act of deliberate diſo- 
belience, forfeited his right to eternal 

_ happineſs, and entailed upon himſelf ; 
> the terrors of fin and death, he has 
dleenceforward moſt perverſely ſhewn. 
| himſelf, not ſo ſolicitous for his de- 


liverance from theſe terrors, and for 
his reſtoration to that happineſs, as 


captious in objecting to the conditions 


upon which his deliverance and re- 

| ET. ſtoration were to be eſfected. | 

| It is the duty of every perſon who 

„ 

| | : viction, rather than becauſe he has 

. been born or educated in a Chriſtian 

country, N to * thoſe ſerip- 
* 1 MEE es tures 
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tures which contain the hiſtory of 
every tranſaction between God and 
man. He will be more uſefully em- 
ployed in reading a plain narrative 
of his religion, as he will find it in 
| his bible, and thus diſcovering how 
it has pleaſed Almighty God to act 
in the affairs of the world, chan i in 
puzzling his mind with abſtract ſpe- 
culations upon the divine nature. 
We are not now left at liberty to in- 
dulge ourſelves in random conj jectures 
how God might have ated; becauſe 
we are poſſeſſed of an accurate and 
faithful account of the manner in 
which God bath ated. Man diſ- 
| | 1 obeyed 


EY be did not; Wh 
_— chat there ſhould come, at 


kimd:fromefr ne whe: oulc 
give efficacy to his repentance, who 
ſhould reconcile him to his Maker, 


Bok ts therefore, 
of choſe n which. bring all 
theſe 
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theſe good: ridings; and which EAT» 
neſtly exhort you to. ſecure: the bleſs- 
ay offer; it is your duty 
as well as your intereſt to have con- | 


ings that th 


ſtant recourſe. All ſyſtems of reli- 
gion, drawn from other ſources, will 


lead you aſtray. They cannot ſatisfy 
you either of the cauſe or of the 


conſequence of your preſent exiſt. 
ence. From the ſcriptures alone 
you may obtain every degree of in- 


formation upon this ſubject, which 


the Deity hath thought proper ſhould 
be communicated to man. 


The principal aden berween 


religion 
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upon the croſs, although they know 


* 


religion before Chriſt came into * 
world, and Ance, i ſeems do be thd: 

a that the former gave ſincere credit to 
the promiſe of a Saviour <vho was to | 

4 come, and that the latter | gave as ſin- 

: cere credit to à Saviour who: has 


The patriarchs, the prophets, 


Tg 5 acer holy men of old times, be- 8 


lieved that the Meſſiah aas to deliver 
man from ſin and death, although 


they knew not ho. Chriſtians be- 


lieve that the Meſſiah, Jeſus Chriſt, ; 


hath accompliſhed all this; and they 


poſſeſs the additional knowledge, that 
it was brought to paſs by his death 


Not 


* 


no man can properly be 
called a Cbriſtian. Ir is 
ning and the end of religious know 
ledge; take the authority of Saint 


s 


Paul: For I determined not to 


e exuciied; ; that your faith 
might ſtand, not in the wiſdom of 


men, but in the power of God. 

e goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is the 

ume yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 
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5 : receive from ae fps nor ae 
155 you bound to obey other precep! 
than thoſe which | 
9.3 dhe ſcriptures. We therefore. Rill. 
| preach Chriſt crucified; to the Jews 
1 a ſtumbling block, and to the phi- 
. loſophers of theſe times, as well as 
in times paſt, fooliſhneſs; but to all 
* nn of God. 
| If we e the obſtacles which 
at all times have hindered the pro- 
greſs of the Chriſtian faith, we ſhall 
find that they haye uniformly ariſen 
from the pride of man. The doc- 
trine * a crucified Saviour was that 
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which ends hatred from the Jews, 
and contempt from the Greeks. 
6 They entered not into the merits of | 

Chriſtianity.” It was ſufficient for 
them that its founder had periſhed 
on the croſs; they therefore hared, 
they deſpiſed, chey perſecuted it. 

Had the New Religion appeared in 
temporal ſplendour, and in the ma- 

jeſty of carthly dominion, they might 

- perhaps have liſtened to its rats. I 
and ſubmitted to its laws. / 

An appearance of pomp and ſplen- 

dour has at all times a prevailing 


influence on the human mind. Even 
in theſe enlightened times, truth, it 
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becauſe it mortiſies our pride. 
We ſhould always remember, that 


to ſtudy the ſcriptures merely as a 


is one thing; and 10 


ſtudy them as an hiſtorical Account. 


of our faith and] , is another. 
The ſame degree of evidence which 
 fativfies | us thar there were ſuch per- 
ſons as Julius Cæſar and Mah. 
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| will farlafy us that there was fuch u 
-perſon as Jeſus Chriſt. But if we 
ſtop here, we ſhall have made no 


progreſs in the faith which conſti- 


tures a Chriſtian; for it is not on 
Jeſus Chriſt alone, but on Feſus 


Chriſt and him crucified for the fins 
of the world, that we muſt reſt our 
principal attention. The goſpel lays 


its great ſtreſs upon the death, rather 


than upon the Ie of Jeſus Chriſt. 
His life was ſpent in acts of mercy 


and benevolence, in one continued 
diſplay of his divine power, in heal- 
ing the diſeaſes, and reſtoring the 
lives of men; but itis from his death 
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that we are to date the completion 
of the great object of his million; 
namely, to atone for the fins of man- 
kind, and to reconcile the world to 
God. The various cruelties which 
attended his death may be conſidered 
as ſo many irc Cl calculated 
to fix man's principal attention to 
this great event. If the bare com- 
munication of a future ſtate of xiſt· 
ence were all chat was intended by 
revealed religion, to what purpoſe 
all the prophets, who foretold how 
and when Chriſt ſhould die? To 
what purpoſe chat earneſt prayer of 
Chriſt himſelf in the garden, till he 
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was in an agony, that, jf it were 
poſſible, that bitter cup, whith he came 
into the world to drink, might ' paſs 
peated declarations of the Apoſtles, | 
chat thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, 
and to die for the fins of mankind?. 
To what purpoſe, finally, was it ap- 
pointed by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, that 
the moſt ſolemn ceremony. of his 
holy religion, and that upon which 
be laid the moſt poſitive injunction 
of obedience to all who ſeriouſſy 
wiſhed to confeſs their faith in Him, 
ſhould be, the PERPETUAL con- 
0 MEMORATION, not of his birth, not 
ion e 


of his reſurroction, not of his aſcen- 


fion into heaven, (all of them events 


of the greateſt importance) but of 
nie DEATH, and of the benefit 
| which we recelve thereby? 
——— 
to your memories, and to preſs upon 
pour minds, that it 6 the great duty 
nan to ſubmit hit own reaſon to 
the e — Adam loſt 
his innocenes and his life by queſ- 
an his: Maker's will, and be- 
coming wiſe to his own ſhame and 
deſtrudion. Let all thoſe who e Dlame | 
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merely are not t, by the 


religion, forced upon anyz it is cn. 
 ditionally offered to every one. We 
may ge" it and live fore ever. But | 


obedience, nts under the ſentence | 


death, he it et nit 


of ete: n 


Thoſe who clamour fo loudly for 


demonſtration upon every point of 
revealed religion, and think to qualify 
their infidelity by ſtill aſking” for a 


fign, ſhould be reminded, that were 


every point in religion demonſtrated, 


there would be no opportunity for 


the exerciſe of that faith, which « js 


* the ſubſtance of things hoped for, 


rs the 


9 

1 
170 

1 


* 
340 
+4, 3WI 
* 45 25 

*: Wh = 
1 * x \ 
1 Y 

* 73. 

SY" 

1 


1 


r 


* 
444 


F 
—— + 


| * ' le aca of AUT gs. 


4 wal; to mY objections): chat. our 


away; that our obedience was not 


„ but that we. were acted 


upon as mere machines. : Now chriſ- 


_ tianity avoids extremes upon all oc- 
caſions; it proves enough to ſatisfy 
reaſonable and accurate enquiry; z.it 
courts inveſtigation; it prefers a we 

regulated faith to a blind credulit 


* 1 | - 8 vin be e 


8 in weten to r. 


* 


but it juſtly demands — in : 
thoſe caſes, to the knowledge of 


ich | it does not fall within the « com- 


paſs of the human mind to attain. 


It is for this reaſon that the goſpel 
is ſo perpetually recommending hu- 


mility of mind, as a qualification moſt | 
favourable to the virtue of man, and 


moſt pleaſing in the ſight of God. 


The love of God towards man- 
kind 3 is, in ſcripture, repreſented: to 


us as ſo great, that he ſpared not his 
own ſon. And the love of Jeſus 
Chriſt was ſuch, that he humbled 
himſelf ſo far as to be made man, 
and to become obedient unto death, 
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has been done and ſuffered 
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Same e arp impi- 


anot underſtand. ly why the 
DEATH of Chriſt was a neceſſary 


= part of its accompliſhment? | If this 
be one of thoſe things into which 
: Angels defire to look, ſhall man be 


diſcontented, becauſe the veil is not 
removed from before his eyes? We 


know chat the Almighty acts upon | 
the beſt reaſons, and we are called 


upon to believe thar the method 


12 al 


which it hath pleaſed him to adopt, 
nt be 208 * he hath adepted it. 
1 That 
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That our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt i inter- 
fered in the redemption of the world, 
is a ſufficient proof that his interfe- 
rence was neceſſary; and we are aſ- 
ſured by revelation that it has been 

effetual, for that by the death of 

Chriſt,-the world is now reconciled 
to God, and that by the reſurrection 
of Chriſt, we are convinced of the 
truth of our own reſurrection. 
e bleſſings have, 
book yoke to paſs by the mediation. 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, Let thoſe 
who object to this principle in the 
Chriſtian religion, only look around 
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ber that it is not. 3 to Chriſt ; 


3 


" inſtrumentalty of other people. 


= Does s not the mediation of relations | 


and friends frequently promote our 


intereſt and happineſs, without any 
interference of our own? Do not 


I their follies or miſconduct often occa- 
ſion, without any fault on our parts, 


the ſevereſt ſorrow and diſtreſs ? Will 


not a mother ſuffer for the fake of 
her: child? A friend for his friend? 
Do we not admire the affection, the 


. courage. . 
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mity, on. wot it Wen e 
any of 

15 55 the chick: b and ſevereſt 
8 fferings are brought to paſs by the 
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courage, the genertity of doch d con- 
dug? Why then ſhould we think it 
- impoſſible: alone, that Chriſt ſhould 
have ſuffered for the ſake of lot 
mankind? And how can we refrain 
tf from admiring the affection, the 
| courage, the generoſity - of ſuch 0 
|  facrifice?. But I will not offend | 
your underſtandings by the ſuppo- 


ſition. I will not ſuppoſe that any 


Chriſtian'can want the ſenſe to value, 


or the gratitude to acknowledge, | 
| thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings, which, | 
by his ſufferings and death, the Son 
of -God hath ions for * chit 
| dren oben: on EQS 
85 Ps 
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and to their reſpective tutelary 
ö 's, under almoſt every ſhape and 
| contrivance, mankind has ever ap- 


dor: and che name of idolatry is . 
applied with equal juſtice and pro- 
. e priet7 
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priety, to the confidence TER) by | 


the Heathens in their ſhrines, their 


images, and their houſehold gods; 
or to the devotion improperly paid 


by miſtaken Chriſtians, to the perſon 


of the Virgin Mary, and to the 
„ eee CHD ee 

But whatever may be the conclu- 
ſions of the infidel, the entkuſiaſt, 
or the philoſopher, as to the bene- | 


firs of our holy religion, all we, who 
ſincerely believe the goſpel, ave 
our firm reliance on one Mediator, 
Je ofus Chri jt. Thro' faith in Chriſt, 
and in him crucified, we are pro- 
A miſed the affiſtance of God's Holy 
tft... ͤ OO ogy, Spiri, 
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— to ſupply t the : defett of our 
natural weakneſs; we have only 
_ aſk, chat we may obtain; we have 
only to endeavour, that we may 
ſucceed : but we muſt believe, that 
we may be intitled to the promiſe of 
eternal life. What can natural re- 
ligion propoſe to poize the ſcale 
againſt ſuch great advantages? She 
| has confeſſed her inferiority, when 
ſhe witneſſed the truth of that awful 
event, by which the Chriſtian re- 
ligion was eſtabliſhed; when the 
confeſſed, by the mouth of the cen- 
turion that was with Jeſus at the 
croſs, when he ſaw the me, ä 
me - 
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FOR I DECLARE UNTO You FIRST: or 
AL THAT WHICH i ALSO RECEIVED, 
HOW "THAT CHRIST: DIED-FOR.,OUR,- 
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vity of his purſuit after it, oy 
| ſecuring the hopes. of bis ſucceſs, 
For this purpoſe it aches us, in 


aid of our own 4 adeavours, to rely 
on the merits of a Redeemer who 


| hath died for us, of a Lord and 


Be Maſter who. can raiſe. us from the 


grave, and of a Judge who will | 
reward us with e life in 

the world to come. . 
For the ſucceſsful _—_ of 15 

| 3 even as limited to this life, 

It is not difficult to conceive, how 

indiſpenſibly requiſite is a ſubmiſſion 

; to the will of God, and an er dea- 

vdur 7 10 deſerve his protettion. 


But 
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But When we carry our views 
Into that tate, which is to 
ſucceed our preſent frail and tran- : 
ſitory exiſtence, it is then that we 
feel, in its fulleſt force, the ad 
which muſt be derived to our ex- 
ertions, and the animation which 


muſt  invigorate our hopes, from a 
reliance on him who made us capable 
of enjoying a future life; and on 
him by whoſe redemption of us we 
Are placed in a ſituation to attain it. 
There is a natural longing after 
immortality implanted in the human 


mind. Revealed religion informe 


. that at the beginning we were 
| creared 
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ated capable. wok enjoying *ihe 


8 = eng. but that we loſt the power 
Þ = 85 of enjoying it by rranſgreſling the 
5 . divine command. God, Aaith 


wee Son of Sirach, did not make 

death; for he created all things 

> < that they might have their being; 

N = . but ungodly men with their: words 
8 45 . « and works called it to them.” 

What has been therefore loſt by 


8 eee has been reſtored 


F obedience; „bel die, 


«ſlo. in Chriſt ſhall all be made 


« alive.“ 1 5 3 od 


1 
1 
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| Addreſſing myſelf, as I am now 
doing, to thoſe who believe, and 
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þ - 


: whois are ove e to profeſs 5 
their belief in the goſpel; it will be 
ſufficient for the illuſtration of this 
important doctrine of the reſurres = 
tion from the dead, to confine myſelf : To 
to the chapter whence the ſubject 5 1 
of this diſcourſe! has been taken; 
: and which is enn appropriated . 
1 it. As we cannot improve upon 


content to e and follow i it. 
St. Paul opens his addreſs to ths | 
Corinthians with the ſerious ſimpli- 
city of a man, who was -himſelf con- 
vinced of the truth and of che 
importance of What he was going 
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00 reach; as having received the 
. ——_ not from wen, but by 
the imm revelation of the 
5 Deity. / « For I declare unto you,” 
's Hith mw <-as the firſt of all points, | 
that which I alſo received, how | 
5 Chriſt died for our fins ac- | 
* Nee 8 to the ſeriptures; that he 
5 uried; and that he roſe again 
che third day ne; to che 
1 ſcriptures.” | 
From this addreſs, aelivers 2 with 
To much plainneſs and ſimplicity, we 
are taught to underſtand, firſt of all, 
chat Chriſtianity is from God; and 
That 3 . has been put liſhed, 
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as an hiſtorical evidence to all ages, 
h fulfilled his promiſe 
of ſending his Son into the World 
to take our nature upon him. Se- 


that God 


condly, that the reſurrection of 


5 Jeſus Chriſt is not to be conſidered 


as a ſingle event by irſelf, bur as 


intimately connected with the re- 


An and forming the final part 
of it. Thi 


tion itſelf in al its parts was not 
brought to paſs by accident, but, ac- 


cording to the original deſign of 


Almighty God, foretold by the 


b from the t of the 
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, that the redemp- 
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eee ee se © heard dome 
ann of the diſcovery. But as 
dhe hiſtory of the human n mind, 0 in 
_ every age and nation where the 
- goſpel has not been known, exhibits | 
nothing but ſuſpenſe about the con- 
ſequence of its conduct, ſhews no- 
hi but an endleſs variety of gueſſes 
abou what is ro become of it when- 
che body has returned to its duſt; ir 
would be madneſs, ſurely, to reject 
the clear and glorious light of divine 
revelation for the glimmering taper 
of human philoſophy. God hath at 
laſt; in the fullneſs of time, ſpoken 
. to us by his Son. He hath 


declared, | 


»* 7 e ' a a <a * 
7 i | ; = 7 4 
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be EN rough Chriſt, and hat 
our reformation ſhall be rewa 
with everlaſting life; a ei 
x 5 pronounced upon ; ſuch. unqueſtion- | 
able BOO Was ee to the 
happineſs of AT reaſon 


could not attain to it. ks inability 8 


to this point has been repeatedly 
acknowledged and lamented by many 
philoſophers, but more particularly 
by one of the wiſeſt and beſt of 
thoſe who flouriſhed before the pe- 
riod of Chriſtianity, | 5 
If then it appears that that holy 5 
reli ion, to which we Profels Our | 
ſelves 
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5 175 to us, by connecting L - purſ 
COPE . With an Wen of | 


Ir neſs to our mop and fea. 


CM : dineſs te our conduct; let it be the 


of every Chriſtian to be 
(by the great event of che 


1 reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, which 

we this day commemorate) to turn 
àlſide from the afflicting tale of his 
_ » . Daviour's : ſufferings, to the review 

of that glorious ſtate of exaltation at 
ile right hand of the Majeſty on 
© - bigh, of which Chriſt hath obtained 
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the poſſeſſion, by gebe erfect obedi- 
victory over the powers # hs grave; 


ence to the will of 


by his preeminence in all ge both 
in heaven and'on earth. 
The firſt character, thevelditin un- 
* which we are noto to contemplate ; 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, is that of Ui 
our LoxD and Kine. | But his 
kingdom is no longer in its infancy, 
as when he received the adoration 
of the ſhepherds, and the offerings 
of the wiſe men from a far Eaſtern 
country, as when he reaſoned wich 
the doctors in the temple, as when 
he! n the acknowledgements 
+> = Uh e 


= | 0 x 
pct * 
* 


enen 11. 


e che Sox of 3 


. Iſrael, privately from: ph 


is no longer the obſcure. retiring iN. 


dena who was hated, A, 
to lay his head, He is now riſen 


from the dead, and become the firſt. 


fruits of them chat ſlept. He hath 

commanded his goſpel to be preached 
do all the world. He is aſcended up 3 
again into heaven, and ſitteth on the 
right hand of God che Father 
| Alwighty. He hath received a name 
which is above _ name, chat 


Ch at 
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| 5 at the name of Ixsus every knee 
4 ſhould bow, of things in heaven, 
e and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus 
_ « Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father,” 
0 The ſecond character under which 
we are now to contemplate our 
Saviour, is as HEAD of that church 
which he hath founded, and which 
he hath promiſed to protect ROY 
the end of the world, The Chriſ. 
tian therefore poſſeſſes an aſſurance 
from divine authority, that the 
religion, which he juſtly makes 
8 ee the 


» 
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the ann. of his 3 at | 
% the principle of his conduct, ſhall 


5 laſt for ever. We are encouraged 


by it to pray for che aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Spirit through Chriſt. 5 

We are called by his name, and are 

peculiarly put under the protection 
of his power, ſo long as we ac- 

knowledge his authority, and pay 
obedience to his commands. 

The laſt character under which | 
we are 20 to contemplate our Sa- 
viour, is as JUDGE or ALL. MEN 
AT THE LAST Dax. For God 
will judge no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto his Son. 
o ww 
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The Scriptures abound in maguifh 


cent deſcriptions of the ſolemnity 


of this great event. In thoſe 


E days che ſun ſhall be darkened, 


e and the moon ſhall-not give her 
« light; the ſtars ſhall fall from 


oF: heaven, and the powers of the 
e heavens ſhall be ſhaken: and then 


© ſhall the Son or Man come in 


«the clouds of heaven, | with great 
e power and glory; the Loxp him- 


« ſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven, | 
<« with a great ſhout, with the voice 
«of the archangel, and with the 


e trump of God: and ſhall ſend 


A forth his angels, and ſhall gather 
mma tt Ml together 4 
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| Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. Then the 


_ tall give up her dead, and 
d that they have - ſubdued; and 
„ all are to be judged according to 
© their works. The Sox or Max 
& ſhall be ſeated on | his throne 
<of TOR and all nations ſhall be 
* gathered unto him, and he ſhalf 
 < ſeparate the good from the bad. 
| e + pron ſhall 80 — into ever- _ 
; « * te0Us into life cem. ˙ \ | 7 . 


1 
n PRA. oo 
Fs en 


ys . wenn | 1 


terrible day, 

form vw 11 

ee and that as 80 

ean give more illuſtrious dignity to 
the character of Jeſus Chrift, than 
the conſideration, chat in the fame 


. 96. 5 Men 11. „„ 


form in which he came into the 
yorla, in the LION he roſe from "we 15 
3 5 ' 7 0 be ſuffered 88 our AY 
the Same he is aſcended up again 
into heaven to intercede for them; : 
in the ſame form in Which he was . 
| touched with the feeling of our 
1 inſirmities, in the ſame he will come 
ſeated on the throne of his glory 
1 to judge the world. Can more be 
added to this repreſentation of Jeſus | 
Chhriſt, Which may influence us to 
E acknowledge him With r more chear- 


fulneſs; and: to dedicate, "with _ 


more unabated ſteadineſs * 1 
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vity, our time and ſervice to the 1 | 
- creaſe of his holy religion? | 
In the ſolemn events "6h the laſt . 
PHY g (which is purpoſely ſer apart 


for ſerious meditation, and for tem- 


porary abſtraction of the mind from 
the cager purſuit of buſineſs or of 
pleaſure) we have the wonderful ; 
work of our redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt, brought into a narrow, but 
moſt conſpicuous point of view. It 


is at the hazard of his ſalvation that „ 


an Chriſtian wantonly refuſes to 
give his ſerious attention to this 
firſt principle of religious knowledge; 
to- this, - which 18 the foundation 
Wh oy _ 


£ 


* you will Paging ind, cannot 
Kull to impreſs the mind of every 
man, 


wits 2 - juſt ſenſe of che Seine 
which we owe to God for his in- 


eſtimable love, in the redemption of 
the world by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
But there is one obſervation which 
euliar energy, and which diſplays 
the 40j/dom as well as the benevo- 
been eſtabliſhed. It i mr by the 
humble ſphere of life in which our 
Saviour moved, and by the familiar 
eaſe with which he converſed with 
all men during his miniſtry in Judea, 

anal has been nn en 


on 
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| withour'being impelled to it i by any 
awe of the teacher. No uſurped 
authority Was uſed to filence reaſon. 


Ir, . Far otherwiſe. It was on the voice 


a0 


of reaſon that Jeſus Chriſt built his 


ctrine, and it was to the evidence 
of thoſe ſcriptures which had pre- 
- ceded and propheſied of him, that 
* appealed for the proof of 3 
| miſſion.” Nothing was impoſed upon 
| th een of man by bree 


and blind veneration: but every one 


was called upon by Jeſus Chriſt, to 
examine without reſtraint the rea- 
ſonableneſs of th oſe doctrines Which 


1 en, and the truth of that 
5 Ez \ divine ; 
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which he * 
and ated. A belief in Chriſtianity 


divine authority by 


has thus been made at its firſt ap- 


pearance, what it ſtill continues to 


be at this day, a rational and un- 
conſtrained act of the mind. Of 


the truth of this religion we are 
inſtructed in the moſt perſuaſive and 


preſent exalted ſtate of its divine 
author, we are informed, that he is 


only gone before to prepare a place 3 


in heaven for them that love 


and chat the time will moſt aſſuredly 


come, when the dead ſhall 


the voice of the Sow or Max, and 
when they that hear ſhall live. «a 


r manner; and concerning the 
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ET the e dead and of fi ple N 


pelt of i immortal life it aims 
Wo « converting every ſinner from 5 
the error of his ways, at ſaving 
« his ſoul from death, and hiding a a 
« multitude of fins.” This i is the 


true "conſolation | to "nt erroneous 


that -he i phy virtuous? No 
man, But we may all wth that 'we | 
In this ſin- 
cere repentance, then, let us truſt „ 
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| are ſincerely repentant. 
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& We ſhall not al deep; but we e ſhall 5 
* all 


Wee fr: he. trumpet ſhall 


c. ſound, and the dead ſhall beraiſed 


rruptible, - and we ſhall be 
a _ So when this corrupti- 
hath put on inco1 uption, and 
8 « this mortal ſhall have put on im- 


0 . i mortality; then haſt be Relig 


«0 denk, where is thy ting? 0 


grave, where is oc vigory? 


on FASTER-DAY. „ 


« T hanks be to God, which giveth 


ce us the victory through Jeſus Chriſt 


6. our Lord. Wherefore, my be- 


loved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, 
i unmoveable, always abounding in 


8 the work of the Lord, for as much 
eas JE know that your labour is 
< not in vain in the Lord.” . 
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inheriting eternal life; that for che 
: 0 8 gh the 


t a ſolemn and unchan ge- 5 


time to come he would, t. 
ame Saviour, accept che ſincerity of 
a faithful heart, in place of ſinleſs 

1 obedience; and that he would aſſiſt 

je weakneſs of human nature = 

£ the influence of: his Holy, Spirit. 

. . From 
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N * contemplation, f therefore, g 


n 
have hitherto engaged « our attention, 


let us, in this concluding diſcourſe, 
turn our ſerious thoughts to what 


ought to be the conduct of MAN; to 


mediatorial covenant of grace; and 


to the diſtinguiſhed and neceſſary ry 


Which 1s is bound to act, in the 
important buſineſs of Chriſtianity. 8 
Of the ceremonies of our reli gion 


3 are but two which are of divine 


4 injunction : theſe are, Baptiſm and the g 


Supper of the Lord. It will be ſuf. 


_ to ſay of the former of theſe : 
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become capable of judging for our- 
Es _ ſelves. When is in nt we are called 
2 ; 1 opy e may to take . our- 


that by our attendance at the table 
of our Lord, we are bound to give 
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© teſtimony of the ſince- 
 rhyof « our faith in Chriſt crucified | 
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4 dan ger which prevail about. anciring 
it, there is none ſo much neglected 
as the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 

Whence theſe apprehenſions 


1 and upon n What principles they 
ae juſtified, are circumſtances which 


demand the moſt ſerious inveſtiga- 
tion. - Every Chriſtian is called upon 


to give ſome publick teſtimony of his 


faith in the goſpel; and Jeſus Chriſt 
Hath declared, that the reſtimony 
| which he requires of us is to receive 


the ſacrament; to do this i in remem- 

brance of him: to which St. Paul 
adds, that as oft ag we eat this 

"0 nd, and drink this cup, We do F 


« * ſhew 


lonp's srpE R. 149 
1 ſhew forth the Lord' s death until 
e he come.“ Perhaps a ſhort ac- | 
count of the inſtitution of this holy 
rite, as we find it in the goſpel, to- 
gether with a plain narrative of the 
occaſion which induced St. Paul to 
make the particular mention of it, 
which he has done, in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, may help 
to point out the unreaſonableneſs 
of theſe miſtaken fears, which 
alarm the minds of ſo many pious and 
ſincere Chriſtians. We may thus 
contribute to remove the founda- 
tion upon which thoſe fears are 
built. | ant EA 
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ulty, „ that whas-i is done : at the ap- 
Proach of death, is aſually done with 
more ſeriouſneſs and ſincerity than 
at any other period of our lives. 
We wiſh that our laſt words { od 


make 1 
Juſt "I our Saviour, as if on e 
reſpect to the inſti- 
tior . he was going to appoint, 
| makes f it the laſt ſolemn ordinance of 
dis life. For it was on the very 
night in which he was betrayed, 
- while he was eating his laſt ſupper | 
with his diſciples, that < he took the 
| * bread, and when he had ig n 
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806 thanks, he beake'i it, and ſaid unto 
1 them, Take, eat: this is my body 
« which is broken for you: this do 
in remembrance of me. In the 
« ſame manner alſo he took the cup, 
hen he had ſupped, ſaying, This 
* cup is the New Teſtament in my 
4 blood;“ or, as St. Matthew more 
ſtrongly expreſſes it, © This cup is 
my blood of the New Teſtament, 
« which is ſhed for many, for the 
* remiſſion of ſins. This do, as oft 
8 as ye drink i it, in remembrance * 
« me.” 
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IT as a general; dein en ce⸗ 


The obſervations of St. Paul ſeem to 
+ have reference to A particular oeca- : 


ſion; and may be conſidered in the 
_ light of a ſerious warning to the 
Chriſtians of Corinth, againſt the 
5 practice of abuſes which prevailed in 
their mode of eee 8 the oP 5 
ſacrament. | 
The nature of theſe EY ck 
202 tendency to ſociety, their op- 
poſition to the very ſpirit of the in- 
ſtitution, and the] puniſhments which 
they occaſioned the Almighty to in- 
; Hi& upon thoſe who wert guilty of 
e are all related by the &polile, 
e 


Donne SUPPER. * 


un pille to ine Cor Wilts with 
2 view of 1 bfying their mi | 9, | 
of of reproving their withinal exceſſes, 
and of inſtructing them in the true 
end and deſign of the Lord's Supper. : 
Bur i it never was ie A inten- 


Nor does ke vie) 
where fay (as it has been afferted 
he bas) that thoſe who receive the : 
nent unmwerthily, or that thoſe 
et ee fin after. receiving” it 
1 . nn Habe 
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At the time chat St. Paul wrote | 
* epiſtle to "the Corinthians, (who 


pared people). the holy 1 was 


adminiſtered in private houſes, 'for 
8 N churches were not then built. It 
a accompanied their general religious 5 
5 meals, ſomething ſimilar to our = 
ſent mode of ſaying grace 


common meals. To theſe meals every 
Soho brought his own meat and 


10 kg read, and drinking. ſome 


wine in remembrance of Jeſus Chriſt, 


ve was divided among all that were pre- 


ſent: and thus the E. were fed by 
what 


what was brought by the rich. NW 
at theſe religious meetings, the Co- 
rinthians, who were wealthy, were 


guilty of two great ſins. They re- 


fuſed to let their poorer brethren ſit 


down with them at the ſame table, 


to partake of their abundance; and 
they themſelves ate and drank of 
that abundance to exceſs. St. Paul | 
juſtly reproaches them with the cri- 
minality of their conduct, that everx 


man took before another his own 


ſupper, and ſome were hungry and 
8 ſome were drunken. Thus it was, 


that they ate and aun unworthil y, 
not -making a diſtinction between 
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death; and he concludes His address 


to them thus; 10 Wherefote, my be- 


« at pet that ye come not together 
into condemnation. Such were 


es which prevailed among 
the Corinthians in heir mode of re- 


ceiving the ſacrament. Yet bad as 
nly were, we find that they 


occaſioned the dankee gf merely 


ciation of erernal. Ney, ai very 
remporal puniſſment was infli 


ſcape a future one, 


ed beehren, when ye come 
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and might not be be condemned wich : 
he world. 3 

ö it may Fi : obſerved, 5 
n Chriſtians in theſe days are ſe- 
cured from the guilt of abuſes ſuch 


as theſe, by the manner in which this 


holy rite is adminiſtered. The facra- 


ment is now made part, and a very 
| folemn part. of divine ſervice. The 7 


: poor are invited to partake of it, with | 


ww canine as Te rich. 


8 4 


viour of any e E Yet . * Spiri 
of the inſtirution is preſerved in all 
its parts, by the meeting of well- 
Ae Chriſtians, publickly to a- 

8 knowledge 2 
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their belief in the efficacy. of his 


death; and ſupplicating in a more 


liar manner, by this act of religi- 


| ous. obedience, his gracious aid for 


the time to come. Collections of 


money are allo at the ſame time made 
for the poor, in. order that the heart 


of de e poor man 2 be made me 


| lence, as-well 3s by the hopes of 


future and everlaſting reward. 
Ie: the firſt claſs of timid. Chric: 
tians this. ſhort account may ſhew, 


that it is not in their power, as the 


ſacrament 


| bi iſ. io: be their Res ; 
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. cate, without er of e and =} 


5 drinking unworthily, by not diſcern- 
ing the Lord's oda)... 
Io thoſe of the ſecond claſs, 70 
juſtify their abſence from the ſacra- 
ment by their fears of not keeping 
the good reſolutions which they are 
then bound to make, it may be ob- 
ſerved, that the fins for which the 
| Corinthians were puniſhed, were 
committed 
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4 e ak, thar eee doe - 

þ 1 e Ho. of which the 
| ie e eee „ 
e cuſs of cue: u ſoul be 


duty 10 joinia receiving Delicidingy 
' occaſionally. Frequent participation | 
will probably enliven the ſenſe of reli- | 
gion upon the mind; and thus tend to : 
f quicken rather than retard rhe pardon 5 
5 of a penitent ſinner. | If any perſon 
be alarmed through conſcious guilt, 
che remedy is in his own power. 8 
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Let him repeat, ns alarmed no. 

' longer. By withdrawing from. the 

5 ſacrament altogether, he lays himſelf. 5 

open to the ſuſpicion of wiſhing to de- 8 

fer the day of repentance till a more 
convenient opportunity; ; and thus, 

5 rather than venture to approach the ; 
table-of the Lord, an humble ſinner; 4; 

he abſtains from i it a preſumptuous one. ; 


> religion is not burdenſome in the 
performance. Much of it conſiſts 0 
in memorials of events, by which 0 
| Chriſtianity itſelf has been eſtabliſh- | 
ed. Such ceremonies therefore, by 


recalling to our x mind, at Rated peri- 


W 


1onn 8 SUPPER. . 


o ds of the; year; the memory of be- 


* 


5 3 conferred, become incitements 
to gratitude, as well as occaſions 


of duty. 


It is not, 8 in cxpreſions 
18 piety alone, that our belief in 8 
the goſpel muſt appear; it muſt be 


"4 


| exemplified by What we do, as. well 


as by What we ſay. The chriſtian re- 


ligion is neither faith without works, 


Nor works without faith; but it is an 


active principle, which unites them 
both; and which is equally removed 


from the enthuſiaſm which maintains 


faith to be every thing, as from the 
arrogant and ſpecious philoſophy 


which 


which wall degrade it into ne n We. 
N of the 1 of it 


$ ; Wes 5 en in 8 | 
to the favourite tenets of the day, | 

that with the bible open to his in- 
. ſpection, and commanding his exami- 
nat tion, a merely moral man will not 
Þe juſtified at the judgment ſcat of 
Cine: for thar e II 


ol everlaſting 2 wit is revealed in 
we goſpel. Chriſtianiry admit 7 


accommodate 


* of 4 50 —— . 
de altered one tittle of the conditions 
upon which our fins are to be par- 
doned, and our virtue to be rewarded: 
Whatever A in times 
paſt, che reaſons upon which morality 
be diſtinct and ſeparate qualifications; 
Chriſtianity hath now withdrawn alt 
ſuch diſtintions, and made them 
one and the ſame thing. It i Is upon 
the known will of God, that beth 
are founded. The only real differ- | 
once | Ws that what was in former 


s diſc vered in part, by the com. | 
| _— 
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re, by the mouth o | 
God. Religion and moralty, there- | 
fore, are two means, by which the 
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bined wiſdom of ages C of wiſe'n men, 
hath in the goſpel been revealed en- 
of the Son of 


eity eee the 8 


. ae « When the obli; ga- 
tions of morality are taught, the 


« ſanctions of religion ought never to 
| * | i 8 | Ce ZE - 3 o 
e be forgotten: by this it will be 


cc ſhewn, that ſo far from oppoſing, 


e they give ſtrength and luſtre to 


ach other. Religion will appear 


4e * | 
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e the wil of God. * Both may now 
| be conſidered as inſeparably united 
8 the n name of Chriſtianity. Fi- | 


n my Chriſtian brethren, we 
muſt reflect that we are to meditate 
upon the great truths of our holy : 
— vediemicts 
of our cloſets, and during our atten- 
dance on the publick ſervice of our | 
Maker; but they ought to be made 
familiar with our thoughts; to be in- 
terwoven with our affairs; to go forth 
us into the world; to influence 
our conduct; and to regulate our 


that ſo we may daily 


Log” s SUPPER. | ad 


3 that in our Owe _ 
our + leber cities, ru - ſpire hh the 


Chriſtian religion may be found to 
flouriſn and abound; and that the 
pooreſt-of our people may be ſatisfied, 


tharthe humility of their ſtation does 


them in che 2 of 


the poor man will find ready admit- 
tance to che throne of heaven; ang 
that his aRive endeavours in earning 
His daily bread and providing for his 
family, ſtamp equal credit ppon the 


chriſtian, as upon the ſocial cl 
Kis hen that our w 


eigner ahi in 
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A dhe * of mankind eg 
0 Chriſt, will be made to apply, 
with equal energy and advanta 


ge, to 
the poor, as to the rich; to the we, 
as to the high; to the ignorant, as 5 
to the ſkilful; to the man of the 
world, as to the miniſter of religion. 
11 is thus that Chriſtianity itſelf ll : 
be made to operate, as a filent but 
4 . monitor, in all . con- 
cerns of | our lives; as a companion, 


to whom we may open our hearts, 
and unboſom our diſtreſſes; as a 
friend, without the partiality indecd, 
but with all che warmth and ſincerity 
of friendſhip: in a word, as a pro- 
M0 deector 
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tector and parent, who watches over : 
our intereſt, who is indulgent to our 
faults, who corrects us for our ad- 
vantage, and who points out, and 
guides, and accompanies us, in the 
way that leads to happineſs and 
immortality. 
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0 er — hiſtory of re 
N ligh may be conceived to be 
this. At feſt, Gop comunicated his will 

to pious men, and left them to hand it to 
others by tradition. The longevity of men 
in the early ages of the world favoured . 
this method of conveyance. With Adam, 
Methuſelah lived 243 years; with Methu- 
ſelah, Shem the ſon of Noah lived about 
97 years; and with Shem, Jacob the ſon 


NOTES. 


years. . So that no more than three per- 
ſons, Methuſelah, Shem,” and Jacob, were 
ſufficient to hand down the knowledge and 


worſhip of the true God, from Adam, to 


the time that the children of Iſrael went 


into Egypt; a ſpace of 2238 years. This, 


* however, ceaſed to be a ſafe mode of con. 


veyance, when the life of man was reduced 

10 eighty" years.” It was then that Gd 
judged i it proper to erett a peculiar king- 

dom, church, or congre 
world, and to communicate the knowledge 
of his will and worſhip: in writing by | 
"Moſes: © Aﬀei in the fulneſs of time, 


ga tic '; Fd in the 


the Son of God came into the world, and 
opened the final diſpenſation of Chriſti- 
anity, which was alſo committed to writing 


by 


| en do FUR time that the 
Church was brought into the world, the 
| ets were brought into the church; 
and b are ſo eſſentially connefted, that 
- take away the ſcriptures, and we are re- . 
duced to a ſtate of nature: our charter is 5 
deſtroyed, and our polity, as we are God's 
church and kingdom, is overthrown. + 
See Watſon's Trakts, vol. 1. page 181. 
e Page 50. See this, principle parti- 
cularly and ſatisfactorily proved in Alix's 
Re leftions upon Geneſis, printed in the 
1ſt vol. of Watſon's Theological Trafts, 
page 262: the whole treatiſe is full of 


: information, and merits the peculiar at- 
1 . tention 
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1 ene, Jew Cri we re 


beds of the Jeviſh 
— 3 alt: nations, BY a'period 
expreſſed by the words · Until the fulneſs 
of the Gentiles come. I vill make a full 
Lend of all the nations whitherſoever I 
have driven thee; but I will not make a 
full end of thee.” This prophecy has 
been, and continues to be fulfilled in a very 
remarkable manner: © The Jews, conli- 
« * dered as a oy politic, have now been 
8 | 1 in 


Leet reden dor ume 
. « during which' time they have b een 

Cain, the elder brother, who'flew Abel, 

„ becauſe he was more righteous than 
 * himſelf, and his ſacrifice more acceptable 
chan his own) fugitives and vagabonds | 
over the face of the earth: they have been 

* perſecuted and ſlain every where, having 
the indelible mark of circumciſion ſet 
A upon them, to which they adhere moſt 
| *tenaciouſly, and which has been a prin- 
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| 'To theſe obſervations of Dr. Hartley, 
3, may be added the following e extrabl from, 
Dr. mm” e 


8 The 


« which they able; for A= diſobe- 
5 e qience and their rebellion againſt Zhrift; - 
„ and as the national diſobedience! con: 
© tinued, it was fit that the national puniſh? | 
„ment ſhould continue alſo. The longer 
the Jewiſh' diſperſion and the deſolation 
« of ape ety the more foree 
8 er Julian itpreſſed hard * 
. 
„ joſt all diſtinction of tribes, and could 
« find no prieſts and levites to officiate for 
 * them, though their temple had been re- 
- built, The argument now ſtands thus: 
* Jour forefathers, when by idolatry, ſor- 
» cery, ſhedding of i innocent. blood, and all 
| A 66 * ſorts 
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youf 16 muſt e rejection of 


ere carried cap 
*4ivesito Babylon: weak 70 years ey 
a en, their _ on. 


e won 


* the Meſſiah. Probius the Jew, in his 
* diſpute with Limborch, was greatly dif- 
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in charity Nola or in Sunday ſchools. 
The former of meſe are — 


pprentices, who oe bee tang wha 
common arithmetic, "dey ikea em- 
e the . body of the labouring part 


. ers, i of | 


attenc 5 15 n a TW on Ap 2 
. hour or two hours at moſt is amply 
| ſufficient for this purpoſe; longer confine- 
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| Additional Not. | 1 


| Thave faid in — ſermon, «That 
a a merely moral man will not be juſtified 
at the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt ; for that 

Kupon a firm faith in Chriſt crucified, 
+. muſt of neceſſity be founded the virtue 
« of every human being, who afpires after 
-* the promiſe. of everlaſting life, as it is 
revealed in the goſpel.” For fo poli. 
tive a a declaration, my readers will juſtly 

expect that I give the moſt unequivocal 
authority. For this purpoſe, I refer them. 

| | to the ſtory of Cornelius the centurion, 
as it is related in the tenth chapter of the 
Akts of the Apoſtles—in the piety and 

- benevolence of this extraordinary man, 
e have RIGS of wi; — 


* 
* 


3 2 92 % 18 .. © ** : 2 : ' * 5 5 
giving united him wih man.“ 


. 2 


* 


| NOTES. | OR. 166 


po ds prayed to God PRC He 
« ſawin a viſion evidently, about the ninth f : 
Us hour of the day, an Angel of God, 
coming in to him, and ſaying unto him, 

Cornelius, thy prayers and thine alms are : 


"Io « come up for a memorial before God. 5 


z [ « Now, ſetid men to Joppa, and call for one d 


2 Simon, whoſe ſurname is Peter, we 


«& SHALL "TELL. THEE WHAT HO 95 


3 * OUGHTEST To Do.” . In due time St, ; 


9 eter arr ives, and'delivers the mandate of RG: 
1 Heaven to Cornelius; That God was _ 
ne  reſpefter of perſons, bat. hide in every 0 . 


3 nation, he that feareth him, and worketh | Fi 
« righteouſneſs, is accepted 0 him. 
: £ That God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth, 
LE who is Lord of all, with the Holy Ghoſt, : 
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2 eth in him ſhall, . in his 
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. "ple, the neceſſity of a divine revelation, 


do regulate and improve the principles of d 


9 5 la action, is plainly proved. And 


the Chriſtian is juſtified | in ſaying to the 
modern philoſopher, who ſtill aſſerts the 


| 9 ſufficiency of moral virtue; oo th; the 


= New Teſtament, that will teach thee what 5 


5 thou oughteſt to do. 
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